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Mazda Toyota Manufacturing supports Food Bank of North Alabama  
with significant donation to aid in response to government shutdown 

 

HUNTSVILLE, ALA. – The Food Bank of North Alabama is excited to announce a gift of 
$50,000 from Mazda Toyota Manufacturing. 

The donation comes as the Food Bank is responding to the Government Shutdown that has 
furloughed over 23,000 federal employees in North Alabama and delayed SNAP benefits for 
over 100,000 people.  

"The Food Bank of North Alabama is the driving force in providing access to hunger relief 
programs to our community," offered David Fernandes, Senior Vice President of Mazda Toyota 
Manufacturing. "We want to do our part to support the Food Bank in feeding families and ending 
hunger in North Alabama."  

During the shutdown, the Food Bank has increased the size and frequency of its mobile pantries 
to serve those affected by the shutdown. The Food Bank hosted a pantry specifically for TSA 
workers at its Distribution Center near the airport, and served hundreds of families at two large-
scale mobile pantries at Joe Davis Stadium and Milton Frank Stadium in Huntsville. The Food 
Bank also is scheduling mobile pantries across its 11-county service area. In addition, the Food 
Bank has increased the amount of food available to its more than 235 partner organizations.  

Food Bank of North Alabama CEO Shirley Schofield said the funds being provided by Mazda 
Toyota Manufacturing are coming at a critical time, when families with children, seniors and 
veterans are struggling with high costs and now fewer resources due to the record-long 
government shutdown. 

“We are so fortunate to be in a community like North Alabama with such great corporate 
partners like Mazda Toyota Manufacturing, who don’t hesitate to step up when they see a need 
to be addressed,” Schofield said. “Support like this will ensure we have the resources we need 
to respond to this crisis, and ensure even after the shutdown that we have the supplies we need 
to help people as they get back on their feet.” 

The Food Bank of North Alabama and Mazda Toyota Manufacturing have been working 
together for years, as they have provided the Food Bank with purchases of turkeys every year 
for Thanksgiving as well as grants and food drives. 
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