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Mazda Toyota SVP David Fernandes Honored with inaugural William E. Gaskin Ally Award 

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (Oct. 17, 2025)– David Fernandes has spent his over 25 years with Toyota and, most 

recently, Mazda Toyota Manufacturing (MTM) creating opportunities that have had a lasting impact. His 

contributions to promoting inclusivity and highlighting the positive impact of diversity in the workplace 

have produced tangible results. That is why Fernandes’ nomination to the inaugural class of the William 

E. Gaskin Ally Award at the Women in Manufacturing (WiM) Summit on October 13, 2025, was a well-

deserved honor. 

In his current role, Fernandes serves as Senior Vice President at Mazda Toyota Manufacturing in 

Huntsville, Alabama, a joint venture between Toyota Motor Corporation and Mazda Motor Corporation. 

He has previously served as President at Toyota Mississippi and Toyota Motor Manufacturing Alabama. 

“This award is especially meaningful to me,” said Fernandes.  “To be recognized for my own 

accomplishments is certainly gratifying, but to be recognized for how I’ve contributed to the successes 

of those around me is a truly humbling and rewarding experience. Throughout my career, I have 

witnessed the strength, resiliency, and compassion that women bring to a team – and I have never 

backed down from advocating for someone who deserved their seat at the table. It is truly an honor to 

be a part of this very first group of allies receiving this award.” 

The William E. Gaskin Ally Award is named after its first recipient, William (Bill) Gaskin, President 

Emeritus of the Precision Metalforming Association (PMA). Gaskin was integral in launching the PMA 

Women in Metalforming group – a precursor to what eventually became WiM. Gaskin left an impact on 

U.S. manufacturing, as well as on WiM President and Founder Allison Roberts Grealis. 

“We are proud to recognize David as one of the recipients of the William E. Gaskin Ally Award,” said 

Grealis. “His belief in the power of inclusive teams and his unwavering support for women advancing in 

their careers has had a lasting impact—not only on individuals, but on the industry as a whole. We are 

honored to celebrate his leadership and dedication.” 

Fernandes was joined by other recipients at the award ceremony on October 13th, as well as supporters 

from MTM, including past WiM Hall of Fame inductee and MTM Vice President Rhonda Gilyard. Award 

recipients were nominated by their colleagues and industry peers and selected by a panel of WiM 

Executive Committee Board Members. The inductees were chosen based on their significant 

contributions to the advancement of women in manufacturing. 

Fernandes joined Toyota in 1998 as a group leader at the manufacturing plant in West Virginia. During 

his tenure, Fernandes served in multiple leadership roles, working at six different manufacturing plants 

and a global assignment in South Africa. 

For more information about MTM, visit www.MazdaToyota.com.  
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About Mazda Toyota Manufacturing 

 Mazda Toyota Manufacturing is a jointly owned-and-operated automotive production plant. The $2.3 billion 
facility has created over 4,000 jobs and produces the Toyota Corolla Cross and the Mazda CX-50 for the North 
American market. 
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